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1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report updates Members on the current status of various projects and sets out possible areas of 

work for the Committee in the coming Assembly Year 2013/14. 

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report updating Members on the status of various items on 

the Committee’s work programme, the potential projects that could form the basis for 

work in the coming Assembly Year and suggested items to be covered in the early part of 

2013/14. 

 

 

3. Background  
 

3.1 The Greater London Authority Act 1999 places responsibility for strategic planning in London on the 

Mayor, who is required to produce a Spatial Development Strategy for London (the London Plan); 

the Mayor is also required to keep it under review. 

 

3.2 The Planning Committee's central remit is to monitor the production, revision and implementation of 

the London Plan including the Mayor's detailed planning guidance and his decisions on strategic 

planning applications.  
 

3.3  The Committee’s current terms of reference are set out in Appendix 1 of this report. 

 

 

 

 

 



        

4. Issues for consideration 
 

Work in 2012/13 

4.1 The Committee held eight formal meetings in 2012/13.  At the start of the year (June and July 

2012) Members discussed with the Deputy Mayor for Planning and invited experts the key 

challenges faced by London and the Mayor’s proposed response to these challenges in the form of 

revisions to the London Plan, policy guidance and his powers over planning applications.  

 

Community Infrastructure Levy 

4.2 On 13 November 2012 the Mayor issued for public consultation draft supplementary planning 

guidance on 'Use of planning obligations in the funding of Crossrail, and the Mayoral Community 

Infrastructure Levy' (CIL).  It contained guidance on implementation issues relating to policies, 

information about the Mayor's role in borough CIL-setting, and general guidance on the CIL.   

 

4.3 The Committee’s response to the Mayor’s proposals was agreed on 15 January 2013 and can be 

found on the website here: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/response-mayor%E2%80%99s-

planning-guidance-community-infrastructure-levy 
 

The Future of London’s Town Centres  

4.4 The Mayor published for consultation draft guidance on 31 January.  This guidance focuses on the 
implementation of London Plan Policy 2.15 Town centres and Policy 2.16 Strategic Outer London 
Development Centres.  The consultation period closes on 31 May 2013. 
 

4.5 Officers are now drafting a response to the consultation for Member agreement.   
 
The London Planning Statement 

4.6 On 11 December 2012 the Mayor published for public consultation a draft 'London Planning 
Statement' intended to fill the gap left by the Government’s revocation of the former Government 
Office for London Circular 1/2008.  It set out the Mayor’s role in the London Planning system. 
 

4.7 The Chair wrote to the Mayor on 5 February 2013 with the Committee’s comments on the proposals: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s22480/Appendix%201%20London%20Planni
ng%20Statement%20Response.pdf 
 
Permitted Development Rights – Office to Residential 

4.8 On 24 January 2013 the Government announced that was considering proposals to allow changes of 
use from office to residential without the need for planning permission.  In March the Committee 
met with a range of experts to discuss the proposed policy changes and the likely consequences for 
the London economy.   
 

4.9 A report elsewhere on this agenda asks Members to agree a letter to the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government urging the Government to reconsider its regulations based on 
number of concerns around the potential impact of the proposals on London’s economic recovery, 
on the delivery of good standard homes and on London’s infrastructure and amenities.  

 

Regeneration area visit 

4.10 On 7 February 2013 Members visited Euston, one of London’s major regeneration areas, that is the 

subject of one of the Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks that are produced by the Mayor of 

London for areas identified as having significant potential to deliver new homes and jobs 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/response-mayor%E2%80%99s-planning-guidance-community-infrastructure-levy
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/response-mayor%E2%80%99s-planning-guidance-community-infrastructure-levy
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s22480/Appendix%201%20London%20Planning%20Statement%20Response.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/s22480/Appendix%201%20London%20Planning%20Statement%20Response.pdf


        

 

London’s growth  

4.11 The Mayor is expected to publish a 2020 vision setting out how he intends London will meet the 

unique pressures brought about by a growing population against a backdrop of economic 

uncertainty and continued fiscal restraint.  Following publication of his vision the Mayor is expected 

to set out a statement of intent to review the London Plan that will outline his strategic priorities for 

managing this expected growth.  The next major revision of the London Plan will then commence in 

2014. 

 

4.12 A report elsewhere on this agenda [item x] sets out preliminary work for the Committee to establish 

some of the key issues that need to be addressed in the Plan if London’s growth is to be managed 

sustainably without jeopardising quality of life of competitiveness.  Issues arising from this discussion 

may be useful to set the framework for further Committee work on this issue in 2013/14.  

  
Future work programme 2013/14 

4.13 Members will wish to commence work on the Committee’s workprogramme for the 2013/14 

Assembly Year.  Members use the following three main areas as a basis for developing a plan of work 

for the coming year: 

 Preliminary work for the next major revision of the London Plan - most critically, the Statement 
of Intent setting out the key policy directions in relation to jobs and growth that will follow the 
Mayor’s 2020 Vision. 

 A number of key policy areas for London which the Committee will wish to consider this year, 
including open space, accessible London, affordable London, localism, and liveable world city. 
These policy areas may also be subject of Mayoral policy documents and guidance 
supplementary to the London Plan. 

 Opportunity area frameworks – the Mayor is expected to publish the following frameworks in 
the coming year: Tech City (City Fringe), Old Oak Common, Southall, Euston, White City, Upper 
Lee Valley, and Barking Riverside. 

 
4.14 Further examples below indicate how individual projects might be developed as part of this overall 

structure. 
 

Statement of Intent 

4.15 Following on from the Vision 2020 (to be published in May) and the census results, the Mayor will 
set out the policy directions which guide development and investment on jobs, growth, and 
infrastructure, including housing, the first stage of statutory preparation for the Major Revisions to 
the London Plan. The committee will scrutinise this document, building on our ‘Future growth of 
London’ work begun in April. 

 
Open Space  

4.16 There is growing concern amongst members of all parties at the perceived erosion of open space in 
London.  The committee may wish to look at how London can and should protect its open spaces 
through planning policy, guidance and best practice. 

 
Accessible London and Lifetime Neighbourhoods  

4.17 Regulations have built up over decades to help elderly and disabled people live independently. 
Initiatives such as the Red Tape Challenge are potentially changing the nature of these protections.  
The Committee might ask if lessons have been learned from the Paralympics when it comes to the 
accessibility of London’s buildings and places and how lifetime neighbourhoods might be better 
planned for all of London’s community. 



        

 
Affordable London and Mixed Communities 

4.18 Planning, housing, and welfare reforms, combined with an increasing population, mean big 
demographic changes for London.  The Committee may wish to look at the impact of these changes 
on London’s neighbourhoods and the distribution of its facilities and services.  For example: will 
inner London stay affordable? Can outer London handle the increased pressure on its facilities and 
services like schools, transport, GPs and hospitals, and town centres?  What will it mean for local 
economies?  The monitoring and mapping of the demographic change, poverty, and service demand, 
might take place in the period up to the next Mayoral election (potentially in conjunction with a 
third party research organisation) - with annual snapshots as work progresses. 

 
Neighbourhood Planning - Localism: how is it working out on the ground? 

4.19 Localism has been a central policy theme for the Government.  It has brought in a raft of measures 
and mechanisms - including neighbourhood plans, community right to bid (to run local services), 
community right to buy, neighbourhood development orders – with the aim of putting local people 
in the driving seat.  In London alone, there are 27 established (or pending) Neighbourhood Forums, 
with another 33 areas having expressed interest.  The Committee might wish to explore examples of 
localism as it is working in London. 

 
Central Activities Zone – A liveable world city centre? 

4.20 The Central Activities Zone is a specially designated area covering parts of the majority of inner 
London boroughs, accounting for a third of London’s jobs and offering a huge range of cultural, 
recreational, and retail facilities.  The Mayor is planning to consult on supplementary guidance 
covering this area and Members may wish to review how well will it protect and promote affordable 
housing and jobs in the centre of London. 

 
Opportunity Area Frameworks 

4.21 The London Plan identifies areas of major development opportunities often linked to new transport 
infrastructure.  These planning frameworks are statutory documents created to shape and focus 
redevelopment and regeneration in these opportunity areas, in compliance with London Plan 
policies.  A handful of important frameworks are out for consultation this year.  The Committee may 
wish to respond to these proposals and incorporate a number of site visits in its work. 

 
Potential for joint Committee meetings: Sustainable Design/Construction 

4.22 How far will the Mayor’s new policies create buildings that are both energy-efficient and future-
proof against climate change? There is potential to review this SPG jointly with the Environment 
Committee. 

 
Future growth of London 

4.23 Following the main agenda discussion at this Committee meeting and the publication of the Mayor’s 
Vision 2020, the Committee might wish to hold a seminar with experts and stakeholders asking 
where and how to accommodate London’s growth. Issues that might be covered include discussions 
on the policy direction of densification and new and expanded towns within London’s boundaries; 
how should London develop as a city region; should London be looking at “exporting” population 
and jobs to the rest of the South East and is it time to review the protection given to open space and 
London’s green belt? 

 
 
  



        

 Early priorities for 2013/14 
 

4.24 Following the Assembly Annual General Meeting in May a timetable of Committee meetings will be 

known and a detailed workprogramme can be agreed. Based on what is currently known of the 

Mayor’s proposed programme of policy proposals it is suggested that the following items form the 

subject of the Committee’s early work over the period from May to October 2013: 

 The Mayor’s 2020 Vision and Statement of Intent to Review the London Plan; 

 Southall and Old Oak Common Opportunity Areas (meetings or visits); 

 London’s Open Spaces; and 

 Future growth of London. 

 

 

5.  Legal Implications 
 
5.1   The Committee has the power to do what is recommended is this report.  
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct GLA financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for the 

individual projects within the programme of work in 2013/14 will be dealt with separately in reports 
to the Committee as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions.   

 
 
 

 

List of appendices to this report: Appendix 1 – Planning Committee Terms of Reference 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
 

List of background papers:  There are none. 

Contact Officer: Paul Watling, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4393 

E-mail: paul.watling@london.gov.uk  
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